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What is the Gospel? 
THE BRIDGE TO LIFE™

Step 1 - God's Love and His plan
God created us in His own image to be His 

friend and to experience a full life assured of his love, abundant and eternal.

Jesus said, "...I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full."  
(John 10:10b)

"...we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1)

Since God planned for us to have peace and abundant life right now, why are most 
people not having this experience?

Step 2 - Our Problem: Separation 
from God
God created us in His own image to have 
abundant (meaningful) life. He did not make us 
robots to automatically love and obey him, but 
he gave us a will and a freedom of choice.

We chose to disobey God and go our own willful way. We still make this choice 
today. This results in separation from God.

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

"...your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face 
from you so that he will not hear." (Isaiah 59:2)

On our own, there's no way we can attain the perfection needed to bridge the gap 
to God. Through the ages, individuals have tried many ways...without success.

Good works won't do it...or religion...or money...or morality...or philosophy...

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death."  
(Proverbs 14:12)
  

Step 3 - God's Remedy:  
The Cross
Jesus Christ is the only answer to this 
problem. He died on the cross and rose from 
the grave, paying the penalty for our sin and 
bridging the gap between God and people.

"For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 
to God..." (I Peter 3:18)

People
 (Sinful)

God
 (Holy)

People
 (Sinful)

God
 (Holy)
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"For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus 
Christ." (I Timothy 2:5)

"But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8)

Step 4 - Our Response
Believing means trust and commitment -  
acknowledging our sinfulness, trusting 
Christ's forgiveness and letting Him control 
our life. Eternal, abundant life is a gift for us 
to receive.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)

"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life." 
(John 5:24)

Is there any reason why you shouldn't cross over to God's side and be certain of 
eternal life?
 

HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST:
1. Admit your need (I am a sinner).
2. Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).
3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose from the grave.
4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy 

Spirit (Receive Him as Lord and Savior of your life).

WHAT TO PRAY: 
Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You 
died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite you to come into my heart and 
life. I want to trust and follow You as the Lord and Savior of my life. In Your name. Amen.

God's assurance of eternal life If you've prayed this prayer and are trusting Christ, 
then the Bible says that you can be sure you have eternal life.  "...for, everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." (Romans 10:13)

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I 
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:12-13)

Receiving Christ, we are born into God's family through the supernatural work of the 
Holy Spirit who indwells every believer...this is called regeneration or the "new birth."

People
 (Sinful)

Sin
Rebellion
Separation

God
 (Holy)

Peace
Forgiveness

Abundant Life

Are you here...                       or here?
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Assurance of Salvation
...YOU ARE A NEW CREATION (SEE 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17).  

As a new creation you need some basic things to grow and be fully alive. It 
is often helpful to think of your spiritual life as you would your physical life.

You need AIR  
Prayer is conversation with God. The back and forth of this conversation 
is like the in and out of life-giving breath to your lungs. You could not 
wake up without breathing - don't wake up without praying. 

The Bible tells us to pray without ceasing (see 1 Thessalonians 5:17). We 
should always be aware of God’s presence in our lives and His concern 
for our well-being. You can talk to God anytime, anywhere. He’s never too 
busy to listen. So, we understand the need to pray, but what is prayer? 

Prayer is not our way of persuading God to do what we want Him to do. 
That’s not how it works. Prayer is not ritualistic, meaningless babble. It 
isn’t something we do without giving thought to it. 

Taking Your First Step: Your Decision
Congratulations on taking the first step toward a vibrant, dynamic 
relationship with Jesus Christ! Your decision is important because it 
draws a line between your past life and your new life. 

If you just trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, 
we want to help you establish your spiritual foundation. 
If you are returning to Christ after wandering away for a while, 
working through this guide will be very helpful in getting back on 
track and reestablishing your spiritual walk. 
It might be that you are seeking God’s help with a problem or issue. 
No matter what’s going on in your life, we need to begin with a few 
basic truths. 

IF YOU HAVE RESPONDED TO THE GOSPEL 
IN FAITH AND KNOW JESUS CHRIST AS YOUR 
PERSONAL LORD AND SAVIOR...
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Prayer is talking with and listening to God. There are no magic words you 
need to say nor specific language you must use with God. Prayer should 
be an honest expression of your thoughts. You may as well be honest 
because the Bible tells us that God knows our hearts before we ever say 
anything to Him (See Matthew 6:7-8). So, why pray? Prayer is all about 
God's people aligning their lives with His plans. When you pray, you may 
never say anything with your lips, but your heart will always speak. For 
more about how to pray, go to page 16.

You need FOOD (see Galatians 5:16-17)
Have you ever been in a situation in which two allegiances pulled you in 
different directions? If so, you understand the idea of two natures. Before 
your salvation, you only had one nature—the sinful nature. It controlled 
everything you did. It was impossible for you to please God because the 
person controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

Your salvation brought with it the spiritual nature. But, the sinful nature 
didn’t go anywhere; it’s still there. So, the Christian life is often difficult 
to live because there is a war between the old sinful nature and the new 
spiritual nature. 

Galatians 5:16 says, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the flesh.” 

The principle we discover in this passage is this: you are fueled by the 
nature you feed. If you feed the spiritual nature, your spiritual nature  
will empower you. If you feed your sinful nature, you will live according  
to its impulses. 

Let’s compare this idea to physical food. Most of us make feeding our-
selves physically a high priority. Why? Because we’re hungry and we like 
food. So, why don’t we make feeding ourselves spiritually a priority? It 
may be because we aren’t spiritually hungry and we haven’t developed 
a taste for spiritual food. In other words, we must make developing our 
spiritual lives a priority.

Nowhere in the Bible are we taught that spiritual growth is natural or 
automatic. The sinful nature with its desires doesn’t like having its space 
invaded. Therefore, your sincere commitment to God and His ways can  
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quickly become a distant 
memory if you aren’t inten-
tional about strengthening 
your spiritual nature. 

What would happen if you 
limited your physical nour-
ishment to a snack once 
a week? You’d become 
physically weak. Your 
physical weakness would 
affect other areas of life. 
You wouldn’t be able to 
think straight and you 
would be unable to fulfill 
your responsibilities.  

The same is true of our spiritual natures. A spiritual "snack” isn’t enough 
to sustain us. When we aren’t spiritually nourished, we become spiritually 
weak. Then, the battle between the sinful nature and the spiritual nature 
is no battle at all. You see, the sinful nature is being fed. We feed it with-
out thinking about it. We feed it with the things we watch, read, and hear. 
 
However, spiritual food is also readily available. When you regularly 
read your Bible, pray, worship, participate in a small group or Bible 
study, talk honestly with Christian friends, and so forth, you are  
consuming spiritual food. For help getting started with studying your 
Bible and memorizing Scripture, go to pages 17 and 18.

You need LOVE 
We all need the love of a parent and the love of a family. No matter what 
your concept of love is, or what your earthly experience with or without 
parents or families has been, you must understand that God is the perfect 
and faithful heavenly Father. He loves you so much that He gave His Son 
for you (see John 3:16). Because of sin, we cannot have a relationship with 
God. God didn’t want sin to stand in the way, so His Son paid the penalty to 
remove your sin. 

Being “born again” (born spiritually) into God’s family, is not a “one and 
done” moment, but a RELATIONSHIP. Like all relationships, It will continue  
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to grow over time. But unlike earthly relationships, being a part of your 
heavenly Father’s family is a bond that can never be broken. 

No matter what happens, you will never be disowned. It is possible to be 
out of fellowship with God (if you’re not walking in the Spirit and regularly 
feeding your sinful nature), but your heavenly Father never turns His  
back on you. God gives you a support system that will help guide you  
along the path of a growing relationship with Him. We call this support 
system the church.
 
The church is a lot like a family reunion. You’ll find people you know very 
well and others you hardly know at all. You’ll have people with whom you 
connect and others whom you don’t understand. At the end of the day, 
however, you love all of the people because they are part of your family.
 
It is important that you find a group of like-minded people with whom you 
can align your life and develop relationships. Your spiritual growth is your 
responsibility, but you’ll find great strength and encouragement in a church 
family. These are the people who will walk with you through the highs and 
lows, or twists and turns of life. 

Recommitment to a Fully Devoted Life
...GOD NEVER STOPS LOVING YOU (SEE LUKE 15:18-24).  

Following Christ is an ongoing commitment. Any time we turn our backs 
on God, we break His heart. However, He never stops loving us. Because 
God’s love is permanent, His desire for us to return to Him is persistent. 
You are coming back to God because you chose to submit to His eternal 
love. Coming back is simple. 

Confess your sins. The Bible tells us that “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness” (see 1 John 1:9). When you confess your sin, you agree with 
God’s perspective on your thoughts or actions. Confessing means telling 
God you are sorry for what you’ve done. 
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Give control of your life to God. Either God is in control of your life or 
you are trying to be in control of it. You stray from God when you attempt 
to take control of your life away from Him. Giving Him back control of 
your life is required if you want to return to a right relationship with Him. 
The Bible says, “Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness” (see Romans 6:13). Submitting to God's control of your life 
is something you must do every day. 

Ask God to keep you on His path / in His plan. God has a plan for your 
life and He wants you to know it. He’s not playing hide and seek with you. 
God’s plan is designed to make Him famous through your life. Maybe God 
showed you something He wants you to do and you are scared to do this 
thing. That’s OK. You are in a position to depend completely on God. In 
Philippians 4:13, the apostle Paul said, “I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.” Paul knew he could not do anything without God’s help. 
Your life is the same way. Begin every day by asking God to guide you. He 
will give you the strength you need to follow Him. 

Being fully devoted to Christ and living for God means dying to self. Paul 
put it this way, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (see Galatians 
2:20). We can live with confidence because we know Jesus Christ is living 
through us. 

Special Needs
...GOD CARES ABOUT ALL OF LIFE (SEE PSALM 32:6-8). 

Your life matters to God—all of it. There isn’t anything you face that is 
insignificant to Him. Nothing is too small. Relationships, finances, the 
 future, and career all matter to God because they matter to you. The 
Bible addresses every issue you face specifically or in principle. 

The psalmist put it this way:  
"Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time  
    when you may be found;
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surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you  
    surround me with shouts of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will  
    counsel you with my eye upon you" (Psalm 32:6-8).

The last sentence of that passage is God’s response to the writer of  
the psalm. He said He will instruct, teach, and counsel us. That should  
be great encouragement for us as we deal with the issues we face in  
day-to-day life. 

Now that your decision is certain, it’s time to take the next step. On the 
following pages you will find a reading plan designed to help you work 
through the gospel of Mark over the next few weeks.

If you get behind in the reading plan, just pick up where you left off – this 
is just a guide. Once you start reading the Bible, you’ll find it hard to put  
it down!

Taking Your Next Steps:
How to Grow Spiritually

This booklet is designed to help you get started on your  
personal journey with Jesus Christ. As you read, many of your questions 
will be answered. However, you might need to seek advice from a pastor 
or Christian friend if you have additional questions.

Hear The Good News
You probably received this booklet after hearing the Gospel presented 
at an event. “Gospel” is another word for “good news.” The good news is 
that God loves you and has a plan for your life. You will also hear God’s 
Word through sermons and Bible studies with your church. You can see 
the Gospel drawn out simply in The Bridge to Life in the front of this  
booklet. Pages 16-17 of this booklet also provide some simple ways to 
understand how to pray and respond to God’s Word. 
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Read God’s Word
The Bible is God’s Word. This means that through the Bible, God speaks 
into your your life. Through it, we learn the differences between good 
and evil, right and wrong. The Bible reveals God’s character and teaches 
us His principles. Those principles are important to our living the life He 
intends. As we begin to trust His Word, our character begins to look more 
like His.  

A simple and practical way to begin to let God’s Word change our lives is 
to memorize it. Think of Scripture memorization like panting a seed. The 
truth of God’s Word takes root in your heart and then bears fruit in your 
thoughts, attitudes, and actions day-to-day. A list of suggested Scriptures 
is provided on pages 18-19 of this booklet, organized by topics, to help you 
get started with truths that are most meaningful to you at this point in 
your life.

In case you don’t yet have a Bible, included in this booklet is the gospel 
of Mark. Begin reading it according to the plan on the following pages. 
Over the next four weeks you will read the entire gospel. It will help you 
understand Jesus’ life, ministry, and love for you. 

After you finish reading the gospel of Mark, below are some suggestions 
for what to read next.
  •  Keep up the new habit of reading Scripture! Several different Bible 

reading plans are available from NavPress and Discipleship Journal 
online at www.navpress.com/dj

  •  Read through the book of Psalms in the Old Testament. This book will 
help you understand more about God’s character. The psalms are also 
a great example of how honest we can be about our thoughts and feel-
ings with a God who loves us unconditionally.

  •  Read through Proverbs in the Old Testament. There are thirty-one 
chapters in the book of Proverbs, so reading one each day for a month 
is easy to do. The book of Proverbs will help you gain wisdom and apply 
it to everyday life. It will strengthen your relationships with others and 
help you understand God’s perspective on life. 

  •  Read through the gospel of John. John’s gospel has some of the same 
information as Mark’s gospel but the narratives often include more  
details. This gospel also includes several unique stories of Jesus’ mira-
cles or conversations emphasizing the great love of God for all people. 
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John makes clear that Jesus was more than just a great teacher or 
miracle-worker; He is the Son of God who gives abundant life to all who 
put their trust in Him.

  •  Read the book of Acts in the New Testament. This book tells the story 
of the first disciples and how they spread the news about Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. Their lives and ours are no different in that we 
all rely on God’s Spirit to guide us and empower us to boldly share the 
life-changing truth of Jesus Christ.

  •  Read some of the letters contained in the New Testament. They  
begin with the book of Romans  
and continue through the book of  
3 John. These letters were written  
to people like us who were just  
beginning their journeys with 
Christ. The books of Philippians 
(major theme of joy in any  
circumstance), James (major  
theme of putting our beliefs into 
practical action), and 1 John (ma-
jor theme of God’s love in our 
relationships with Him and with 
people) are popular options. 

  •  Get a copy of a chronological 
Bible and begin reading the  
Old Testament in its historical 
order. The Old Testament tells 
stories about the creation of 
the world, how a good world 
went bad (the problem of 
sin), how God begins to show 
people their need for Him to set things right again, and 
countless adventures of everyday heroes and villains. The stories  
are fascinating and set the background for the New Testament. 

Study The Scripture
The Bible contains sixty-six books written over several centuries. Each 
book reflects the circumstances that faced people or groups of people 
at a specific time in history. But studying Scripture should not be treated 
like an academic study for only educational purposes. Digging into God’s 
Word reveals life-changing truth about God and about your own nature. 
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The key for a healthy approach to studying Scripture is to look for more 
than just facts you can learn; look for why those truths matter in your  
daily life. As you study the Bible, you need to look for and make note of 
certain things: 

  •  A command to obey — What does the Bible say you should do?
  •  A truth to comprehend — What foundational truth is behind what the 

Bible says?
  •  A prayer to pray — Based on what you read, what do you need to talk 

with God about?
  •  A sin to avoid — Is a specific sin addressed in this passage? If so, is  

that sin present in your life?
  •  A blessing to share — With whom can you share the truth that  

you learned?

Depend On The Holy Spirit
In the Bible, we see God as three distinct persons—the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. In John 14:16-17, Jesus said, “And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” The 
“Helper” is the Holy Spirit. He is alive in every believer and wants to guide 
every aspect of your life. He will help you understand God’s Word and 
help you know how to apply it to your life. In John 14:26, Jesus said, “But 
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he  
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you.”

God wants to empower you to live the Christian life. Following Christ isn’t 
something you can do in your own strength by simply trying hard enough. 
You must be willing to give Him control of your life every day. You must 
surrender your thoughts and actions to Him daily. When we are filled with 
the Holy Spirit, we will be able to live our lives according to God’s plan.

Find A Church To Attend Regularly
Part of being a Christian involves the relationships you develop with other 
believers. The best place to find other believers is in a local church. It 
doesn’t matter what you’ve thought about going to church in the past; it 
can now become a rich and dynamic part of your spiritual growth process. 
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Here are some of the things you can expect to happen when you attend  
a Bible-believing church:

  •  You will grow in your understanding of God’s Word because you will 
hear it preached and taught. 

  •  You will have the opportunity to talk to others about the Bible and  
ask questions. 

  •  You will discover what it means to worship God. You’ll realize that  
worship is a way of life, not an event we attend. 

  •  As you worship God, you will reflect on your life and become more 
aware of God’s provisions for you each day. This will cause you to be 
more grateful. 

  •  As you learn from and serve alongside other believers, you will  
develop lifelong friendships that will continue to affect your spiritual 
development. 

Serve Others
When Jesus was asked to identify the greatest commandment, He 
responded with a life principle. He summed up all of the Old Testament 
commands by encouraging His followers to simply love God and love oth-
er people. This is a key part of the Christian life and though it is simple, 
that doesn’t always mean it is easy. As you serve others, you will grow 
closer to God and to other believers. Ask your pastor or a leader in your 
church about opportunities to participate in and volunteer for ministry. 
Paul put it this way: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

Deal With Your Doubts
Doubts are part of life. There may come a time in the future when you’ll 
wonder if you are really a believer. You might question your decision or 
wonder why God would allow you into heaven. Those are natural thoughts 
if you…
  •  make a mistake and fail God. 
  •  think about things you know you shouldn’t be thinking about. 
  •  are bothered by sin you haven’t confessed to God. 
  •  aren’t spending regular time reading the Bible and praying.

 Sometimes you may not be able to identify any particular sin or failure, 
but you struggle to wrap your mind around some of the incredible truths 
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of God. It is OK to recognize that a relationship with an infinite God  
goes well beyond our limited human understanding. Be honest about  
any questions with God. He is not afraid of your questions and wants  
to help you experience the joy and hope of trusting Him completely.

If you experience doubts, return to the beginning of this book and work 
through the section about salvation and assurance of salvation. If you 
responded to the Gospel in faith, trusting your life to Jesus as personal 
Lord and Savior, He will never leave you. 

Tell Others About Your Relationship With Jesus
You already know the difference God is making in your life. It is exciting 
to tell others what He is doing! Witnessing is simply telling your side of 
the story. So, as you live each day, be aware of the moments in which you 
know God is at work. Your story will encourage someone else. 
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How do I pray?

 As the thumb touches 
all four fingers, so praise 

should permeate my 
whole prayer life.

CONFESSION

1 John 1:9

PETITION1 Samuel 1:27

INTERCESSION

Ephesians 6:18-19

THANKSGIVING

Ephesians 5:20

Agreeing with  

God about my sin

Asking God for my needs

Praying for othe
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PETITION1 Samuel 1:27

INTERCESSION

Ephesians 6:18-19

THANKSGIVING

Ephesians 5:20

HEAR   Romans 10:17

How do I learn from the Bible? 

READ   Revelation 1:3

STUDY   Acts 17:11

MEMORIZE   Psalms 119:9, 11
M

EDITATE   Psalm
s 1:2-3

The "Word Hand" 
shows five very 

important methods 
of learning from 

the Bible.

HEARING
Romans 10:17
Hearing the Word from godly pastors 
and teachers provides insight into others' 
study of the Scriptures as well as stimu-
lating your own appetite for the Word.

READING
Revelation 1:3
Reading the Bible gives an overall  
picture of God's Word. Many people find 
it helpful to use a daily reading program 
which takes them systematically through 
the Bible. 

STUDYING
Acts 17:11
Studying the Scriptures leads to personal 
discoveries of God's truths. Writing down  
these discoveries helps you organize and 
remember them. 

MEMORIZING
Psalm 119:9, 11
Memorizing God's Word enables use 
of the Sword of the Spirit to overcome 
Satan and temptations...to have it readily 
available for witnessing or helping others 
with a "word in season." 

MEDITATING
Psalm 1:2, 3
Meditation is the thumb of the Word 
Hand, for it is used in conjunction with 
each of the other methods. Only as you 
meditate on God's Word–thinking of its 
meaning and application in your life–will 
you discover its transforming power at 
work within you.  
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Topical Memory System 
If you want to memorize Scripture, but aren't sure what to memorize or 
how, this system is exactly what you need to begin hiding God's word in 
your heart. 

LIVE THE NEW LIFE
Christ the Center 2 Corinthians 5:17 Galatians 2:20
Obedience to Christ Romans 12:1 John 14:21
The Word 2 Timothy 3:16 Joshua 1:8
Prayer John 15:7 Philippians 4:6,7
Fellowship Matthew 18:20 Hebrews 10:24,25
Witnessing Matthew 4:19 Romans 1:16
  
PROCLAIM CHRIST
All Have Sinned Romans 3:23 Isaiah 53:6
Sin's Penalty Romans 6:23 Hebrews 9:27
Christ Paid the Penalty Romans 5:8 1 Peter 3:18
Salvation is not by Works Ephesians 2:8,9 Titus 3:5
Must Receive Christ John 1:12 Revelation 3:20
Assurance of Salvation 1 John 5:13 John 5:24
  
RELY ON GOD'S RESOURCES
His Spirit 1 Corinthians 3:16 1 Corinthians 2:12
His Strength Isaiah 41:10 Philippians 4:13
His Faithfulness Lamentations 3:22,23 Numbers 23:19
His Peace Isaiah 26:3 1 Peter 5:7
His Provision Romans 8:32 Philippians 4:19
His Help in Temptation Hebrews 2:18 Psalms 119:9,11
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BE CHRIST'S DISCIPLE
Put Christ First Matthew 6:33 Luke 9:23
Separate From the World 1 John 2:15,16 Romans 12:2
Be Steadfast 1 Corinthians 15:58 Hebrews 12:3
Serve Others Mark 10:45 2 Corinthians 4:5
Give Generously Proverbs 3:9,10 2 Corinthians 9:6,7
Develop World Vision Acts 1:8 Matthew 28:19,20
  
GROW IN CHRISTLIKENESS
Love John 13:34,35 1 John 3:18
Humility Philippians 2:3,4 1 Peter 5:5,6
Purity Ephesians 5:3 1 Peter 2:11
Honesty Leviticus 19:11 Acts 24:16
Faith Hebrews 11:6 Romans 4:20,21
Good Works Galatians 6:9,10 Matthew 5:16
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THE PARABLE OF THE SEED GROWING

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts 

and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or whatparable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, 

when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 

and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately 

to his own disciples he explained everything.

JESUS CALMS A STORM

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them 

in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the 

boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 

are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 

He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, 

that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

JESUS HEALS A MAN WITH A DEMON

5 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met 

him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for 

he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength 

to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when 

he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of 

the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus 

asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 

country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 

So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down 

the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus 

and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And 

those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to de-

part from their region. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 

19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 

mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.

JESUS HEALS A WOMAN AND JAIRUS’S DAUGHTER

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SEED GROWING

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts 

and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or whatparable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, 

when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 

and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately 

to his own disciples he explained everything.

JESUS CALMS A STORM

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them 

in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the 

boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 

are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 

He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, 

that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

JESUS HEALS A MAN WITH A DEMON

5 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met 

him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for 

he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength 

to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when 

he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of 

the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus 

asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 

country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 

So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down 

the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus 

and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And 

those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to de-

part from their region. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 

19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 

mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.

JESUS HEALS A WOMAN AND JAIRUS’S DAUGHTER

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST  
PREPARES THE WAY
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
  “Behold, I send my messenger  

before your face,
    who will prepare your way,
  3 the voice of one crying in  

the wilderness:
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
     make his paths straight,’”
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wil-
derness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 
And all the country of Judea and all Je-
rusalem were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river Jor-
dan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a 
leather belt around his waist and ate lo-
custs and wild honey. 7 And he preached, 
saying, “After me comes he who is might-
ier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
have baptized you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
9 In those days Jesus came from Naza-
reth of Galilee and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up 
out of the water, immediately he saw the 
heavens being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my be-
loved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS
12 The Spirit immediately drove him out 
into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by  

Satan. And he was with the wild animals, 
and the angels were ministering to him.

JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus 
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gos-
pel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

JESUS CALLS THE FIRST DISCIPLES
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you be-
come fishers of men.” 18 And immediate-
ly they left their nets and followed him. 
19 And going on a little farther, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. 20 And immediately he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired servants and 
followed him.

JESUS HEALS A MAN WITH  
AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT
21 And they went into Capernaum, and 
immediately on the Sabbath he entered 
the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And 
they were astonished at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one who had authori-
ty, and not as the scribes. 23 And imme-
diately there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, 24 “What have you to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to  
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing  
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him and crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27 And they were all 
amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 28 And at once his fame spread ev-
erywhere throughout all the surrounding 
region of Galilee.

JESUS HEALS MANY
29 And immediately he left the syna-
gogue and entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30 
Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with 
a fever, and immediately they told him 
about her. 31 And he came and took her 
by the hand and lifted her up, and the 
fever left her, and she began to serve 
them. 32 That evening at sundown they 
brought to him all who were sick or op-
pressed by demons. 33 And the whole 
city was gathered together at the door. 
34 And he healed many who were sick 
with various diseases, and cast out 
many demons. And he would not per-
mit the demons to speak, because they 
knew him.

JESUS PREACHES IN GALILEE
35 And rising very early in the morn-
ing, while it was still dark, he departed 
and went out to a desolate place, and 
there he prayed. 36 And Simon and 
those who were with him searched for 
him, 37 and they found him and said 
to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 
38 And he said to them, “Let us go on 
to the next towns, that I may preach 
there also, for that is why I came out.” 
39 And he went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and 
casting out demons.

JESUS CLEANSES A LEPER
40 And a leper came to him, imploring 
him, and kneeling said to him, “If you 
will, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved 
with pity, he stretched out his hand and 
touched him and said to him, “I will; be 
clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy 
left him, and he was made clean. 43 And 
Jesus sternly charged him and sent him 
away at once, 44 and said to him, “See 
that you say nothing to anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer for 
your cleansing what Moses commanded, 
for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out 
and began to talk freely about it, and 
to spread the news, so that Jesus could 
no longer openly enter a town, but was 
out in desolate places, and people were 
coming to him from every quarter.

JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC
2 And when he returned to Caper-
naum after some days, it was reported 
that he was at home. 2 And many were 
gathered together, so that there was no 
more room, not even at the door. And 
he was preaching the word to them. 3 
And they came, bringing to him a par-
alytic carried by four men. 4 And when 
they could not get near him because of 
the crowd, they removed the roof above 
him, and when they had made an open-
ing, they let down the bed on which 
the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of 
the scribes were sitting there, ques-
tioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this 
man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in 
his spirit that they thus questioned with-
in themselves, said to them, “Why do you 
question these things in your hearts? 9 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
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‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, 
take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that 
you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he 
said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, 
pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And 
he rose and immediately picked up his 
bed and went out before them all, so that 
they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

JESUS CALLS LEVI
13 He went out again beside the sea, and 
all the crowd was coming to him, and he 
was teaching them. 14 And as he passed 
by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sit-
ting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed 
him. 15 And as he reclined at table in his 
house, many tax collectors and sinners 
were reclining with Jesus and his disci-
ples, for there were many who followed 
him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, 
when they saw that he was eating with 
sinners and tax collectors, said to his 
disciples, “Why does he eat with tax col-
lectors and sinners?” 17 And when Jesus 
heard it, he said to them, “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”

A QUESTION ABOUT FASTING
18 Now John’s disciples and the Phari-
sees were fasting. And people came and 
said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and 
the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but 
your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus 
said to them, “Can the wedding guests 
fast while the bridegroom is with them? 
As long as they have the bridegroom 
with them, they cannot fast. 20 The days 
will come when the bridegroom is tak-
en away from them, and then they will 
fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece 

of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If 
he does, the patch tears away from it, 
the new from the old, and a worse tear 
is made. 22 And no one puts new wine 
into old wineskins. If he does, the wine 
will burst the skins—and the wine is de-
stroyed, and so are the skins. But new 
wine is for fresh wineskins.”

JESUS IS LORD OF THE SABBATH
23 One Sabbath he was going through 
the grainfields, and as they made their 
way, his disciples began to pluck heads of 
grain. 24 And the Pharisees were saying 
to him, “Look, why are they doing what 
is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And he 
said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did, when he was in need and was 
hungry, he and those who were with him: 
26 how he entered the house of God, in 
the time of Abiathar the high priest, and 
ate the bread of the Presence, which it is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, 
and also gave it to those who were with 
him?” 27 And he said to them, “The Sab-
bath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord 
even of the Sabbath.”

A MAN WITH A WITHERED HAND
3 Again he entered the synagogue, 
and a man was there with a withered 
hand. 2 And they watched Jesus, to 
see whether he would heal him on the 
Sabbath, so that they might accuse 
him. 3 And he said to the man with the 
withered hand, “Come here.” 4 And he 
said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sab-
bath to do good or to do harm, to save 
life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5 
And he looked around at them with  
anger, grieved at their hardness of 
heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He stretched it out, and 
his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees 
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went out and immediately held counsel 
with the Herodians against him, how to 
destroy him.

A GREAT CROWD FOLLOWS JESUS
7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the 
sea, and a great crowd followed, from 
Galilee and Judea 8 and Jerusalem and 
Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and 
from around Tyre and Sidon. When the 
great crowd heard all that he was doing, 
they came to him. 9 And he told his dis-
ciples to have a boat ready for him be-
cause of the crowd, lest they crush him, 
10 for he had healed many, so that all 
who had diseases pressed around him to 
touch him. 11 And whenever the unclean 
spirits saw him, they fell down before him 
and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 
12 And he strictly ordered them not to 
make him known.

THE TWELVE APOSTLES
13 And he went up on the mountain 
and called to him those whom he de-
sired, and they came to him. 14 And 
he appointed twelve (whom he also 
named apostles) so that they might be 
with him and he might send them out 
to preach 15 and have authority to cast 
out demons. 16 He appointed the twelve: 
Simon (to whom he gave the name Pe-
ter); 17 James the son of Zebedee and 
John the brother of James (to whom he 
gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons 
of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thom-
as, and James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 19 
and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  
20 Then he went home, and the crowd 
gathered again, so that they could not 
even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, 
they went out to seize him, for they were 
saying, “He is out of his mind.”

BLASPHEMY AGAINST  
THE HOLY SPIRIT
22 And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed 
by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of de-
mons he casts out the demons.” 23 And 
he called them to him and said to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house 
will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan 
has risen up against himself and is divid-
ed, he cannot stand, but is coming to an 
end. 27 But no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his goods, un-
less he first binds the strong man. Then 
indeed he may plunder his house. 28 
“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven 
the children of man, and whatever blas-
phemies they utter, 29 but whoever blas-
phemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an 
unclean spirit.”
 
JESUS’ MOTHER AND BROTHERS
31 And his mother and his brothers 
came, and standing outside they sent 
to him and called him. 32 And a crowd 
was sitting around him, and they said 
to him, “Your mother and your brothers 
are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he an-
swered them, “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” 34 And looking about 
at those who sat around him, he said, 
“Here are my mother and my brothers!  
35 For whoever does the will of God, he 
is my brother and sister and mother.”

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
4 Again he began to teach beside the 
sea. And a very large crowd gathered 
about him, so that he got into a boat and 
sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd 
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was beside the sea on the land. 2 And he 
was teaching them many things in para-
bles, and in his teaching he said to them: 
3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil, 
and immediately it sprang up, since it 
had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun 
rose, it was scorched, and since it had no 
root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 
And other seeds fell into good soil and 
produced grain, growing up and increas-
ing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold 
and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLES
10 And when he was alone, those around 
him with the twelve asked him about the 
parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you 
has been given the secret of the king-
dom of God, but for those outside every-
thing is in parables, 12 so that
  “they may indeed see but not  

perceive,
      and may indeed hear but not under-

stand,
  lest they should turn and be  

forgiven.”
13 And he said to them, “Do you not 
understand this parable? How then will 
you understand all the parables? 14 The 
sower sows the word. 15 And these are 
the ones along the path, where the word 
is sown: when they hear, Satan immedi-
ately comes and takes away the word 
that is sown in them. 16 And these are 
the ones sown on rocky ground: the 
ones who, when they hear the word,  
immediately receive it with joy. 17 And 
they have no root in themselves, but  

endure for a while; then, when tribula-
tion or persecution arises on account 
of the word, immediately they fall away. 
18 And others are the ones sown among 
thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, 19 but the cares of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches and the de-
sires for other things enter in and choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But 
those that were sown on the good soil 
are the ones who hear the word and ac-
cept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and six-
tyfold and a hundredfold.”

A LAMP UNDER A BASKET
21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought 
in to be put under a basket, or under a 
bed, and not on a stand? 22 For nothing 
is hidden except to be made manifest; 
nor is anything secret except to come 
to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay 
attention to what you hear: with the mea-
sure you use, it will be measured to you, 
and still more will be added to you. 25 
For to the one who has, more will be giv-
en, and from the one who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away.”

THE PARABLE OF THE  
SEED GROWING
26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is 
as if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and 
day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he 
knows not how. 28 The earth produces 
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.”
 
THE PARABLE OF THE  
MUSTARD SEED
30 And he said, “With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 
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parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like 
a grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown on the ground, is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes larger 
than all the garden plants and puts out 
large branches, so that the birds of the 
air can make nests in its shade.” 33 With 
many such parables he spoke the word 
to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 
He did not speak to them without a par-
able, but privately to his own disciples 
he explained everything.

JESUS CALMS A STORM
35 On that day, when evening had come, 
he said to them, “Let us go across to the 
other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, 
they took him with them in the boat, just 
as he was. And other boats were with 
him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, 
and the waves were breaking into the 
boat, so that the boat was already filling. 
38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the 
cushion. And they woke him and said to 
him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and 
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, 
and there was a great calm. 40 He said 
to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have 
you still no faith?” 41 And they were 
filled with great fear and said to one  
another, “Who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?”

JESUS HEALS A MAN  
WITH A DEMON
5 They came to the other side of the 
sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 
And when Jesus had stepped out of the 
boat, immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 
3 He lived among the tombs. And no one 
could bind him anymore, not even with a 

chain, 4 for he had often been bound with 
shackles and chains, but he wrenched 
the chains apart, and he broke the shack-
les in pieces. No one had the strength to 
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the 
tombs and on the mountains he was al-
ways crying out and cutting himself with 
stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from 
afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 
And crying out with a loud voice, he said, 
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? I adjure you by 
God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was 
saying to him, “Come out of the man, you 
unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, 
“What is your name?” He replied, “My 
name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And 
he begged him earnestly not to send 
them out of the country. 11 Now a great 
herd of pigs was feeding there on the 
hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, 
“Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 
13 So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the 
pigs; and the herd, numbering about two 
thousand, rushed down the steep bank 
into the sea and drowned in the sea. 14 
The herdsmen fled and told it in the city 
and in the country. And people came 
to see what it was that had happened. 
15 And they came to Jesus and saw the 
demon-possessed man, the one who had 
had the legion, sitting there, clothed and 
in his right mind, and they were afraid. 
16 And those who had seen it described 
to them what had happened to the de-
mon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 
And they began to beg Jesus to depart 
from their region. 18 As he was getting 
into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that 
he might be with him. 19 And he did not 
permit him but said to him, “Go home to 
your friends and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how he has 
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had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away 
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis 
how much Jesus had done for him, and 
everyone marveled.

JESUS HEALS A WOMAN AND  
JAIRUS’S DAUGHTER
21 And when Jesus had crossed again in 
the boat to the other side, a great crowd 
gathered about him, and he was beside 
the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers 
of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and 
seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and im-
plored him earnestly, saying, “My little 
daughter is at the point of death. Come 
and lay your hands on her, so that she 
may be made well and live.” 24 And he 
went with him. And a great crowd fol-
lowed him and thronged about him. 25 
And there was a woman who had had a 
discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 
and who had suffered much under many 
physicians, and had spent all that she 
had, and was no better but rather grew 
worse. 27 She had heard the reports 
about Jesus and came up behind him 
in the crowd and touched his garment. 
28 For she said, “If I touch even his gar-
ments, I will be made well.” 29 And im-
mediately the flow of blood dried up, and 
she felt in her body that she was healed 
of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving 
in himself that power had gone out from 
him, immediately turned about in the 
crowd and said, “Who touched my gar-
ments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, 
“You see the crowd pressing around you, 
and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 
And he looked around to see who had 
done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what 
had happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling and fell down before him and 
told him the whole truth. 34 And he said 
to her, “Daughter, your faith has made 
you well; go in peace, and be healed 

of your disease.” 35 While he was still 
speaking, there came from the ruler’s 
house some who said, “Your daughter 
is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any 
further?” 36 But overhearing what they 
said, Jesus said to the ruler of the syn-
agogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 
And he allowed no one to follow him 
except Peter and James and John the 
brother of James. 38 They came to the 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, and 
Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping 
and wailing loudly. 39 And when he had 
entered, he said to them, “Why are you 
making a commotion and weeping? The 
child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And 
they laughed at him. But he put them all 
outside and took the child’s father and 
mother and those who were with him 
and went in where the child was. 41 Tak-
ing her by the hand he said to her, “Tali-
tha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say 
to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the 
girl got up and began walking (for she 
was twelve years of age), and they were 
immediately overcome with amazement.  
43 And he strictly charged them that no 
one should know this, and told them to 
give her something to eat.

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH
6 He went away from there and came 
to his hometown, and his disciples fol-
lowed him. 2 And on the Sabbath he 
began to teach in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him were astonished, 
saying, “Where did this man get these 
things? What is the wisdom given to him? 
How are such mighty works done by his 
hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not 
his sisters here with us?” And they took 
offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honor, except 
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in his hometown and among his relatives 
and in his own household.” 5 And he 
could do no mighty work there, except 
that he laid his hands on a few sick peo-
ple and healed them. 6 And he marveled 
because of their unbelief.And he went 
about among the villages teaching.

JESUS SENDS OUT THE  
TWELVE APOSTLES
7 And he called the twelve and began 
to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. 
8 He charged them to take nothing for 
their journey except a staff—no bread, 
no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but 
to wear sandals and not put on two tu-
nics. 10 And he said to them, “Whenever 
you enter a house, stay there until you 
depart from there. 11 And if any place will 
not receive you and they will not listen 
to you, when you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet as a testimony 
against them.” 12 So they went out and 
proclaimed that people should repent. 
13 And they cast out many demons and 
anointed with oil many who were sick 
and healed them.

THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ 
name had become known. Some said, 
“John the Baptist has been raised from 
the dead. That is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him.” 15 But oth-
ers said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, 
“He is a prophet, like one of the proph-
ets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of 
it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who 
had sent and seized John and bound 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife, because he had 
married her. 18 For John had been say-
ing to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 

have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodi-
as had a grudge against him and wanted 
to put him to death. But she could not, 
20 for Herod feared John, knowing that 
he was a righteous and holy man, and 
he kept him safe. When he heard him, 
he was greatly perplexed, and yet he 
heard him gladly. 21 But an opportunity 
came when Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his nobles and military com-
manders and the leading men of Galilee. 
22 For when Herodias’s daughter came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and 
his guests. And the king said to the girl, 
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up 
to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went 
out and said to her mother, “For what 
should I ask?” And she said, “The head 
of John the Baptist.” 25 And she came in 
immediately with haste to the king and 
asked, saying, “I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” 26 And the king was exceed-
ingly sorry, but because of his oaths and 
his guests he did not want to break his 
word to her. 27 And immediately the king 
sent an executioner with orders to bring 
John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison 28 and brought his head on 
a platter and gave it to the girl, and the 
girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his 
disciples heard of it, they came and took 
his body and laid it in a tomb.

JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND
30 The apostles returned to Jesus and 
told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come 
away by yourselves to a desolate place 
and rest a while.” For many were coming 
and going, and they had no leisure even 
to eat. 32 And they went away in the 
boat to a desolate place by themselves. 
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33 Now many saw them going and rec-
ognized them, and they ran there on foot 
from all the towns and got there ahead 
of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw 
a great crowd, and he had compassion 
on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. And he began to 
teach them many things. 35 And when 
it grew late, his disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a desolate place, and 
the hour is now late. 36 Send them away 
to go into the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves some-
thing to eat.” 37 But he answered them, 
“You give them something to eat.” And 
they said to him, “Shall we go and buy 
two hundred denarii worth of bread and 
give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said 
to them, “How many loaves do you have? 
Go and see.” And when they had found 
out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 
Then he commanded them all to sit down 
in groups on the green grass. 40 So they 
sat down in groups, by hundreds and by 
fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and 
the two fish he looked up to heaven and 
said a blessing and broke the loaves and 
gave them to the disciples to set be-
fore the people. And he divided the two 
fish among them all. 42 And they all ate 
and were satisfied. 43 And they took up 
twelve baskets full of broken pieces and 
of the fish. 44 And those who ate the 
loaves were five thousand men.

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER
45 Immediately he made his disciples 
get into the boat and go before him to 
the other side, to Bethsaida, while he 
dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he 
had taken leave of them, he went up on 
the mountain to pray. 47 And when eve-
ning came, the boat was out on the sea, 
and he was alone on the land. 48 And 
he saw that they were making headway 

painfully, for the wind was against them. 
And about the fourth watch of the night 
he came to them, walking on the sea. 
He meant to pass by them, 49 but when 
they saw him walking on the sea they 
thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 
for they all saw him and were terrified. 
But immediately he spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
51 And he got into the boat with them, 
and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, 52 for they did not 
understand about the loaves, but their 
hearts were hardened.

JESUS HEALS THE SICK  
IN GENNESARET
53 When they had crossed over, they 
came to land at Gennesaret and moored 
to the shore. 54 And when they got 
out of the boat, the people immediate-
ly recognized him 55 and ran about the 
whole region and began to bring the sick 
people on their beds to wherever they 
heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, 
in villages, cities, or countryside, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces and im-
plored him that they might touch even 
the fringe of his garment. And as many 
as touched it were made well.

TRADITIONS AND  
COMMANDMENTS
7 Now when the Pharisees gathered to 
him, with some of the scribes who had 
come from Jerusalem, 2 they saw that 
some of his disciples ate with hands that 
were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (For 
the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat 
unless they wash their hands properly, 
holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 
and when they come from the market-
place, they do not eat unless they wash. 
And there are many other traditions that 
they observe, such as the washing of 
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cups and pots and copper vessels and 
dining couches.) 5 And the Pharisees 
and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not walk according to the tra-
dition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it 
is written,
  “‘This people honors me  

with their lips,
     but their heart is far from me;
  7 in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines the  
commandments of men.’

8 You leave the commandment 
of God and hold to the tradition  
of men.” 9 And he said to them, “You 
have a fine way of rejecting the com-
mandment of God in order to establish 
your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Hon-
or your father and your mother’; and, 
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must 
surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man tells 
his father or his mother, “Whatever you 
would have gained from me is Corban”’ 
(that is, given to God)— 12 then you no 
longer permit him to do anything for his 
father or mother, 13 thus making void 
the word of God by your tradition that 
you have handed down. And many such 
things you do.”

WHAT DEFILES A PERSON
14 And he called the people to him again 
and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, 
and understand: 15 There is nothing out-
side a person that by going into him can 
defile him, but the things that come out 
of a person are what defile him.” 17 And 
when he had entered the house and left 
the people, his disciples asked him about 
the parable. 18 And he said to them, 
“Then are you also without understand-
ing? Do you not see that whatever goes 
into a person from outside cannot defile 

him, 19 since it enters not his heart but 
his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he 
declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, 
“What comes out of a person is what de-
files him. 21 For from within, out of the 
heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexu-
al immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 
coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 
envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All 
these evil things come from within, and 
they defile a person.”

THE SYROPHOENICIAN  
WOMAN’S FAITH
24 And from there he arose and went 
away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
And he entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know, yet he could not 
be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean 
spirit heard of him and came and fell 
down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was 
a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And 
she begged him to cast the demon out of 
her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Let 
the children be fed first, for it is not right 
to take the children’s bread and throw it 
to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, 
“Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 And 
he said to her, “For this statement you 
may go your way; the demon has left 
your daughter.” 30 And she went home 
and found the child lying in bed and the 
demon gone.

JESUS HEALS A DEAF MAN
31 Then he returned from the region of 
Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea 
of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 
32 And they brought to him a man who 
was deaf and had a speech impediment, 
and they begged him to lay his hand on 
him. 33 And taking him aside from the 
crowd privately, he put his fingers into 

The Gospel of Mark

31



his ears, and after spitting touched his 
tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that 
is, “Be opened.” 35 And his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and 
he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged 
them to tell no one. But the more he 
charged them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37 And they were aston-
ished beyond measure, saying, “He has 
done all things well. He even makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.”

JESUS FEEDS THE  
FOUR THOUSAND
8 In those days, when again a great 
crowd had gathered, and they had noth-
ing to eat, he called his disciples to him 
and said to them, 2 “I have compassion 
on the crowd, because they have been 
with me now three days and have noth-
ing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hun-
gry to their homes, they will faint on the 
way. And some of them have come from 
far away.” 4 And his disciples answered 
him, “How can one feed these people 
with bread here in this desolate place?” 
5 And he asked them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And 
he directed the crowd to sit down on the 
ground. And he took the seven loaves, 
and having given thanks, he broke them 
and gave them to his disciples to set 
before the people; and they set them 
before the crowd. 7 And they had a few 
small fish. And having blessed them, he 
said that these also should be set before 
them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. 
And they took up the broken pieces left 
over, seven baskets full. 9 And there 
were about four thousand people. And 
he sent them away. 10 And immediately 
he got into the boat with his disciples 
and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

THE PHARISEES DEMAND A SIGN
11 The Pharisees came and began to ar-
gue with him, seeking from him a sign 
from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed 
deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does 
this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say 
to you, no sign will be given to this gen-
eration.” 13 And he left them, got into the 
boat again, and went to the other side.

THE LEAVEN OF THE  
PHARISEES AND HEROD
14 Now they had forgotten to bring 
bread, and they had only one loaf with 
them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned 
them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven 
of Herod.” 16 And they began discuss-
ing with one another the fact that they 
had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of 
this, said to them, “Why are you discuss-
ing the fact that you have no bread? Do 
you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes 
do you not see, and having ears do you 
not hear? And do you not remember? 19 
When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of bro-
ken pieces did you take up?” They said 
to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for 
the four thousand, how many baskets full 
of broken pieces did you take up?” And 
they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said 
to them, “Do you not yet understand?”

JESUS HEALS A BLIND  
MAN AT BETHSAIDA
22 And they came to Bethsaida. And 
some people brought to him a blind man 
and begged him to touch him. 23 And he 
took the blind man by the hand and led 
him out of the village, and when he had 
spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, 
he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24 
And he looked up and said, “I see people,  
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but they look like trees, walking.” 25 Then 
Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; 
and he opened his eyes, his sight was re-
stored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 
And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do 
not even enter the village.”

PETER CONFESSES JESUS  
AS THE CHRIST
27 And Jesus went on with his disciples 
to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that I am?” 28 And they 
told him, “John the Baptist; and others 
say, Elijah; and others, one of the proph-
ets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly 
charged them to tell no one about him.

JESUS FORETELLS HIS DEATH  
AND RESURRECTION
31 And he began to teach them that the 
Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders and the chief 
priests and the scribes and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. 32 And 
he said this plainly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 
turning and seeing his disciples, he re-
buked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are not setting your mind 
on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 34 And calling the crowd to 
him with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 35 For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake and the gospel’s 
will save it. 36 For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his soul? 37 For what can a man give in 
return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of him 
will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his  
Father with the holy angels.”

9 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death until they see the 
kingdom of God after it has come with 
power.”

THE TRANSFIGURATION
2 And after six days Jesus took with him 
Peter and James and John, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, 3 and 
his clothes became radiant, intensely 
white, as no one on earth could bleach 
them. 4 And there appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, and they were talking 
with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let 
us make three tents, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he 
did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice came out of the cloud, 
“This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 
8 And suddenly, looking around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them but Jesus 
only.9 And as they were coming down 
the mountain, he charged them to tell no 
one what they had seen, until the Son of 
Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they 
kept the matter to themselves, question-
ing what this rising from the dead might 
mean. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the 
scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 
12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come 
first to restore all things. And how is it  
written of the Son of Man that he should 
suffer many things and be treated with 
contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has 
come, and they did to him whatever they 
pleased, as it is written of him.”
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JESUS HEALS A BOY WITH  
AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT
14 And when they came to the disciples, 
they saw a great crowd around them, 
and scribes arguing with them. 15 And 
immediately all the crowd, when they 
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up 
to him and greeted him. 16 And he asked 
them, “What are you arguing about with 
them?” 17 And someone from the crowd 
answered him, “Teacher, I brought my 
son to you, for he has a spirit that makes 
him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, 
it throws him down, and he foams and 
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So 
I asked your disciples to cast it out, and 
they were not able.” 19 And he answered 
them, “O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I to 
bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20 
And they brought the boy to him. And 
when the spirit saw him, immediately 
it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 
ground and rolled about, foaming at the 
mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, 
“How long has this been happening to 
him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 
And it has often cast him into fire and 
into water, to destroy him. But if you 
can do anything, have compassion on us 
and help us.” 23 And Jesus said to him, 
“‘If you can’! All things are possible for 
one who believes.” 24 Immediately the 
father of the child cried out and said, “I 
believe; help my unbelief!” 25 And when 
Jesus saw that a crowd came running 
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, 
saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and nev-
er enter him again.” 26 And after crying 
out and convulsing him terribly, it came 
out, and the boy was like a corpse, so 
that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27 
But Jesus took him by the hand and lift-
ed him up, and he arose. 28 And when 

he had entered the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, “Why could we not 
cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, 
“This kind cannot be driven out by any-
thing but prayer.”

JESUS AGAIN FORETELLS DEATH, 
RESURRECTION
30 They went on from there and passed 
through Galilee. And he did not want 
anyone to know, 31 for he was teach-
ing his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will 
kill him. And when he is killed, after  
three days he will rise.” 32 But they did  
not understand the saying, and were 
afraid to ask him.

WHO IS THE GREATEST?
33 And they came to Capernaum. And 
when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you discussing on the 
way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the 
way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest. 35 And he 
sat down and called the twelve. And he 
said to them, “If anyone would be first, he 
must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 
And he took a child and put him in the 
midst of them, and taking him in his arms, 
he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives 
one such child in my name receives me, 
and whoever receives me, receives not 
me but him who sent me.”

ANYONE NOT AGAINST  
US IS FOR US
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw 
someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because 
he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him, for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be 
able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
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40 For the one who is not against us is 
for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoev-
er gives you a cup of water to drink be-
cause you belong to Christ will by no 
means lose his reward.

TEMPTATIONS TO SIN
42 “Whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him if a great millstone 
were hung around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled than with two 
hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
lame than with two feet to be thrown into 
hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 
‘where their worm does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone 
will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, 
but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how 
will you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one an-
other.”

TEACHING ABOUT DIVORCE
10 And he left there and went to the 
region of Judea and beyond the Jor-
dan, and crowds gathered to him again. 
And again, as was his custom, he taught 
them.2 And Pharisees came up and in or-
der to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 
4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to 
write a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Be-
cause of your hardness of heart he wrote 
you this commandment. 6 But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them 

male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall 
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God 
has joined together, let not man sepa-
rate.”10 And in the house the disciples 
asked him again about this matter. 11 And 
he said to them, “Whoever divorces his 
wife and marries another commits adul-
tery against her, 12 and if she divorces 
her husband and marries another, she 
commits adultery.”

LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME
13 And they were bringing children to 
him that he might touch them, and the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 But when 
Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said 
to them, “Let the children come to me; 
do not hinder them, for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom 
of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 
And he took them in his arms and bless-
ed them, laying his hands on them.

THE RICH YOUNG MAN
17 And as he was setting out on his jour-
ney, a man ran up and knelt before him 
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And 
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good except God alone. 
19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not 
murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 
20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these 
I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Je-
sus, looking at him, loved him, and said to 
him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that 
you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the  
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saying, he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. 23 And Jesus 
looked around and said to his disci-
ples, “How difficult it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom 
of God!” 24 And the disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus said to 
them again, “Children, how difficult it 
is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It 
is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich person 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And 
they were exceedingly astonished, and 
said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
man it is impossible, but not with God. 
For all things are possible with God.” 
28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we 
have left everything and followed you.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is 
no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or 
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 
who will not receive a hundredfold now 
in this time, houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the age 
to come eternal life. 31 But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first.”

JESUS FORETELLS HIS  
DEATH A THIRD TIME
32 And they were on the road, going 
up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking 
ahead of them. And they were amazed, 
and those who followed were afraid. 
And taking the twelve again, he began 
to tell them what was to happen to him, 
33 saying, “See, we are going up to Je-
rusalem, and the Son of Man will be de-
livered over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death and deliver him over to the Gen-
tiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit  
 

on him, and flog him and kill him. And 
after three days he will rise.”

THE REQUEST OF  
JAMES AND JOHN
35 And James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came up to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said 
to them, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one 
at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said 
to them, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 
And they said to him, “We are able.” And 
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink 
you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be bap-
tized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at 
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared.” 
41 And when the ten heard it, they be-
gan to be indignant at James and John. 
42 And Jesus called them to him and 
said to them, “You know that those who 
are considered rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. 43 But it 
shall not be so among you. But whoev-
er would be great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all. 45 
For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”

JESUS HEALS BLIND BARTIMAEUS
46 And they came to Jericho. And as he 
was leaving Jericho with his disciples 
and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind 
beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting 
by the roadside. 47 And when he heard 
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that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began 
to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 48 And many re-
buked him, telling him to be silent. But 
he cried out all the more, “Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him.” And they 
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take 
heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And 
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 
And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let 
me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said 
to him, “Go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” And immediately he recovered 
his sight and followed him on the way.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
11 Now when they drew near to Jerusa-
lem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into 
the village in front of you, and immedi-
ately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie 
it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
has need of it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” 4 And they went away and 
found a colt tied at a door outside in the 
street, and they untied it. 5 And some of 
those standing there said to them, “What 
are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And 
they told them what Jesus had said, and 
they let them go. 7 And they brought the 
colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, 
and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut from 
the fields. 9 And those who went before 
and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David!  

Hosanna in the highest!” 11 And he en-
tered Jerusalem and went into the tem-
ple. And when he had looked around 
at everything, as it was already late, he 
went out to Bethany with the twelve.

JESUS CURSES THE FIG TREE
12 On the following day, when they came 
from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And see-
ing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he 
went to see if he could find anything on 
it. When he came to it, he found noth-
ing but leaves, for it was not the season 
for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one 
ever eat fruit from you again.” And his 
disciples heard it.

JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And 
he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and those who 
bought in the temple, and he overturned 
the tables of the money-changers and 
the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 
And he would not allow anyone to car-
ry anything through the temple. 17 And 
he was teaching them and saying to 
them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations’? But you have made it a den of 
robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and 
the scribes heard it and were seeking a 
way to destroy him, for they feared him, 
because all the crowd was astonished at 
his teaching. 19 And when evening came 
they went out of the city.

THE LESSON FROM THE  
WITHERED FIG TREE
20 As they passed by in the morning, 
they saw the fig tree withered away to 
its roots. 21 And Peter remembered 
and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig 
tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 
And Jesus answered them, “Have faith 
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in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever 
says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in his heart, but believes that what he 
says will come to pass, it will be done 
for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever 
you ask in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. 25 And 
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if 
you have anything against anyone, so  
that your Father also who is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses.”

THE AUTHORITY OF  
JESUS CHALLENGED
27 And they came again to Jerusalem. 
And as he was walking in the temple, the 
chief priests and the scribes and the el-
ders came to him, 28 and they said to him, 
“By what authority are you doing these 
things, or who gave you this authority to 
do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will 
ask you one question; answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 30 Was the baptism of John from 
heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And 
they discussed it with one another, say-
ing, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32 
But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were 
afraid of the people, for they all held that 
John really was a prophet. 33 So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you 
by what authority I do these things.”

THE PARABLE OF THE TENANTS
12 And he began to speak to them in 
parables. “A man planted a vineyard and 
put a fence around it and dug a pit for 
the winepress and built a tower, and 
leased it to tenants and went into anoth-
er country. 2 When the season came, he 
sent a servant to the tenants to get from 
them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 

And they took him and beat him and sent 
him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent 
to them another servant, and they struck 
him on the head and treated him shame-
fully. 5 And he sent another, and him they 
killed. And so with many others: some 
they beat, and some they killed. 6 He 
had still one other, a beloved son. Final-
ly he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said 
to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let us kill him, and the inheritance will 
be ours.’ 8 And they took him and killed 
him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 
What will the owner of the vineyard do? 
He will come and destroy the tenants 
and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have 
you not read this Scripture:
  “‘The stone that the builders rejected
     has become the cornerstone;
 11 this was the Lord’s doing,
     and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”
12 And they were seeking to arrest him 
but feared the people, for they per-
ceived that he had told the parable 
against them. So they left him and went 
away.

PAYING TAXES TO CAESAR
13 And they sent to him some of the 
Pharisees and some of the Herodians, 
to trap him in his talk. 14 And they came 
and said to him, “Teacher, we know that 
you are true and do not care about any-
one’s opinion. For you are not swayed by 
appearances, but truly teach the way of 
God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not? Should we pay them, or should we 
not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy, he 
said to them, “Why put me to the test? 
Bring me a denarius and let me look at 
it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said 
to them, “Whose likeness and inscription 
is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 
Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar 
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the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” And they mar-
veled at him.

THE SADDUCEES ASK  
ABOUT THE RESURRECTION
18 And Sadducees came to him, who 
say that there is no resurrection. And 
they asked him a question, saying, 19 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, 
but leaves no child, the man must take 
the widow and raise up offspring for his 
brother. 20 There were seven brothers; 
the first took a wife, and when he died 
left no offspring. 21 And the second took 
her, and died, leaving no offspring. And 
the third likewise. 22 And the seven left 
no offspring. Last of all the woman also 
died. 23 In the resurrection, when they 
rise again, whose wife will she be? For 
the seven had her as wife.” 24 Jesus said 
to them, “Is this not the reason you are 
wrong, because you know neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 
For when they rise from the dead, they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven. 26 And as 
for the dead being raised, have you not 
read in the book of Moses, in the pas-
sage about the bush, how God spoke to 
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob’? 27 He is not God of the dead, but 
of the living. You are quite wrong.”

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT
28 And one of the scribes came up and 
heard them disputing with one another, 
and seeing that he answered them well, 
asked him, “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” 29 Jesus an-
swered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30 And you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, 
“You are right, Teacher. You have truly 
said that he is one, and there is no other 
besides him. 33 And to love him with all 
the heart and with all the understanding 
and with all the strength, and to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacri-
fices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are 
not far from the kingdom of God.” And 
after that no one dared to ask him any 
more questions.

WHOSE SON IS THE CHRIST?
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he 
said, “How can the scribes say that the 
Christ is the son of David? 36 David him-
self, in the Holy Spirit, declared,
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord,
 “Sit at my right hand,
      until I put your enemies under  

your feet.”’
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is 
he his son?” And the great throng heard 
him gladly.

BEWARE OF THE SCRIBES
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware 
of the scribes, who like to walk around in 
long robes and like greetings in the mar-
ketplaces 39 and have the best seats in 
the synagogues and the places of hon-
or at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ 
houses and for a pretense make long 
prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.”

THE WIDOW’S OFFERING
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury 
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and watched the people putting money 
into the offering box. Many rich people 
put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow 
came and put in two small copper coins, 
which make a penny. 43 And he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, 
I say to you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing 
to the offering box. 44 For they all con-
tributed out of their abundance, but she 
out of her poverty has put in everything 
she had, all she had to live on.”

JESUS FORETELLS DESTRUCTION 
OF THE TEMPLE
13 And as he came out of the temple, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and 
what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus 
said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.”

SIGNS OF THE CLOSE OF THE AGE
3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, Peter and James 
and John and Andrew asked him private-
ly, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, 
and what will be the sign when all these 
things are about to be accomplished?” 
5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See 
that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will 
come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and 
they will lead many astray. 7 And when 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 
not be alarmed. This must take place, 
but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in 
various places; there will be famines. 
These are but the beginning of the birth 
pains. 9 “But be on your guard. For they 
will deliver you over to councils, and you 
will be beaten in synagogues, and you 

will stand before governors and kings for 
my sake, to bear witness before them. 10 
And the gospel must first be proclaimed 
to all nations. 11 And when they bring 
you to trial and deliver you over, do not 
be anxious beforehand what you are to 
say, but say whatever is given you in that 
hour, for it is not you who speak, but the 
Holy Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver 
brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against par-
ents and have them put to death. 13 And 
you will be hated by all for my name’s 
sake. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.

THE ABOMINATION OF  
DESOLATION
14 “But when you see the abomination 
of desolation standing where he ought 
not to be (let the reader understand), 
then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 15 Let the one who is on 
the housetop not go down, nor enter his 
house, to take anything out, 16 and let 
the one who is in the field not turn back 
to take his cloak. 17 And alas for wom-
en who are pregnant and for those who 
are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray 
that it may not happen in winter. 19 For in 
those days there will be such tribulation 
as has not been from the beginning of 
the creation that God created until now, 
and never will be. 20 And if the Lord 
had not cut short the days, no human 
being would be saved. But for the sake 
of the elect, whom he chose, he short-
ened the days. 21 And then if anyone 
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or 
‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 
For false christs and false prophets will 
arise and perform signs and wonders, to 
lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But 
be on guard; I have told you all things 
beforehand.

The Gospel of Mark

40



THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN
24 “But in those days, after that tribula-
tion, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25 and the 
stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 
And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. 27 And then he will send out the 
angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.

THE LESSON OF THE FIG TREE
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 
soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts out its leaves, you know that sum-
mer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that 
he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I 
say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. 31 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

NO ONE KNOWS THAT  
DAY OR HOUR
32 “But concerning that day or that hour, 
no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do 
not know when the time will come. 34 It 
is like a man going on a journey, when 
he leaves home and puts his servants 
in charge, each with his work, and com-
mands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows, or in the morn-
ing— 36 lest he come suddenly and find 
you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say 
to all: Stay awake.”

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS
14 It was now two days before the Pass-
over and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
And the chief priests and the scribes 
were seeking how to arrest him by 
stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not 
during the feast, lest there be an uproar 
from the people.”

JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY
3 And while he was at Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper, as he was re-
clining at table, a woman came with an 
alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, 
very costly, and she broke the flask and 
poured it over his head. 4 There were 
some who said to themselves indignantly, 
“Why was the ointment wasted like that? 
5 For this ointment could have been sold 
for more than three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor.” And they scolded 
her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. 
Why do you trouble her? She has done 
a beautiful thing to me. 7 For you always 
have the poor with you, and whenever 
you want, you can do good for them. But 
you will not always have me. 8 She has 
done what she could; she has anointed 
my body beforehand for burial. 9 And 
truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she 
has done will be told in memory of her.”

JUDAS TO BETRAY JESUS
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of 
the twelve, went to the chief priests in 
order to betray him to them. 11 And when 
they heard it, they were glad and prom-
ised to give him money. And he sought 
an opportunity to betray him.

THE PASSOVER WITH  
THE DISCIPLES
12 And on the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover  
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lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where 
will you have us go and prepare for you 
to eat the Passover?” 13 And he sent 
two of his disciples and said to them, 
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a 
jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 
14 and wherever he enters, say to the 
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, 
Where is my guest room, where I may 
eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 
15 And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished and ready; there pre-
pare for us.” 16 And the disciples set out 
and went to the city and found it just as 
he had told them, and they prepared  
the Passover. 17 And when it was eve-
ning, he came with the twelve. 18 And 
as they were reclining at table and eat-
ing, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one 
of you will betray me, one who is eating 
with me.” 19 They began to be sorrow-
ful and to say to him one after another, 
“Is it I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one 
of the twelve, one who is dipping bread 
into the dish with me. 21 For the Son of 
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been born.”

INSTITUTION OF THE  
LORD’S SUPPER
22 And as they were eating, he took 
bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is 
my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he 
said to them, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many. 
25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink 
again of the fruit of the vine until that  
day when I drink it new in the kingdom 
of God.”

JESUS FORETELLS PETER’S DENIAL
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And 
Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, 
for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But 
after I am raised up, I will go before you 
to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even 
though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 
And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, 
this very night, before the rooster crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 
But he said emphatically, “If I must die 
with you, I will not deny you.” And they 
all said the same.

JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE
32 And they went to a place called Geth-
semane. And he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took 
with him Peter and James and John, and 
began to be greatly distressed and trou-
bled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul 
is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain 
here and watch.” 35 And going a little 
farther, he fell on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might 
pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, 
Father, all things are possible for you. 
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I 
will, but what you will.” 37 And he came 
and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you 
not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” 39 And again he went away and 
prayed, saying the same words. 40 And 
again he came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were very heavy, and they 
did not know what to answer him. 41 And 
he came the third time and said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of  
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sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my 
betrayer is at hand.”

BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS
43 And immediately, while he was still 
speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, 
and with him a crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders. 44 Now the be-
trayer had given them a sign, saying, 
“The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him 
and lead him away under guard.” 45 And 
when he came, he went up to him at once 
and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 
And they laid hands on him and seized 
him. 47 But one of those who stood by 
drew his sword and struck the servant 
of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 
And Jesus said to them, “Have you come 
out as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs to capture me? 49 Day after day I 
was with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize me. But let the Scrip-
tures be fulfilled.” 50 And they all left 
him and fled.

A YOUNG MAN FLEES
51 And a young man followed him, with 
nothing but a linen cloth about his body. 
And they seized him, 52 but he left the 
linen cloth and ran away naked.

JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL
53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. 
And all the chief priests and the elders 
and the scribes came together. 54 And 
Peter had followed him at a distance, 
right into the courtyard of the high 
priest. And he was sitting with the guards 
and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now 
the chief priests and the whole council 
were seeking testimony against Jesus to 
put him to death, but they found none. 
56 For many bore false witness against 
him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 

And some stood up and bore false wit-
ness against him, saying, 58 “We heard 
him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is 
made with hands, and in three days I will 
build another, not made with hands.’” 59 
Yet even about this their testimony did 
not agree. 60 And the high priest stood 
up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have 
you no answer to make? What is it that 
these men testify against you?” 61 But 
he remained silent and made no answer. 
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you 
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 
And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his 
garments and said, “What further wit-
nesses do we need? 64 You have heard 
his blasphemy. What is your decision?” 
And they all condemned him as deserv-
ing death. 65 And some began to spit on 
him and to cover his face and to strike 
him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the 
guards received him with blows.

PETER DENIES JESUS
66 And as Peter was below in the court-
yard, one of the servant girls of the 
high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter 
warming himself, she looked at him and 
said, “You also were with the Nazarene, 
Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I 
neither know nor understand what you 
mean.” And he went out into the gate-
way and the rooster crowed. 69 And the 
servant girl saw him and began again to 
say to the bystanders, “This man is one 
of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And 
after a little while the bystanders again 
said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of 
them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he 
began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know this man of 
whom you speak.” 72 And immediately 
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the rooster crowed a second time. And 
Peter remembered how Jesus had said 
to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny me three times.” And he 
broke down and wept.

JESUS DELIVERED TO PILATE
15 And as soon as it was morning, the 
chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole 
council. And they bound Jesus and 
led him away and delivered him over 
to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” And he an-
swered him, “You have said so.” 3 And 
the chief priests accused him of many 
things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, 
“Have you no answer to make? See how 
many charges they bring against you.”  
5 But Jesus made no further answer, so 
that Pilate was amazed.

PILATE DELIVERS JESUS  
TO BE CRUCIFIED
6 Now at the feast he used to release for 
them one prisoner for whom they asked. 
7 And among the rebels in prison, who 
had committed murder in the insurrec-
tion, there was a man called Barabbas. 
8 And the crowd came up and began 
to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for 
them. 9 And he answered them, saying, 
“Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived 
that it was out of envy that the chief 
priests had delivered him up. 11 But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
him release for them Barabbas instead. 
12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then 
what shall I do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?” 13 And they cried out 
again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to 
them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 
15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released for them Barabbas, and having 
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 
crucified.

JESUS IS MOCKED
16 And the soldiers led him away inside 
the palace (that is, the governor’s head-
quarters), and they called together the 
whole battalion. 17 And they clothed 
him in a purple cloak, and twisting to-
gether a crown of thorns, they put it on 
him. 18 And they began to salute him, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they 
were striking his head with a reed and 
spitting on him and kneeling down in 
homage to him. 20 And when they had 
mocked him, they stripped him of the 
purple cloak and put his own clothes 
on him. And they led him out to crucify 
him.

THE CRUCIFIXION
21 And they compelled a passerby, Si-
mon of Cyrene, who was coming in from 
the country, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they 
brought him to the place called Golgotha 
(which means Place of a Skull). 23 And 
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, 
but he did not take it. 24 And they cruci-
fied him and divided his garments among 
them, casting lots for them, to decide 
what each should take. 25 And it was the 
third hour when they crucified him. 26 
And the inscription of the charge against 
him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And 
with him they crucified two robbers, one  
on his right and one on his left. 29 And 
those who passed by derided him, wag-
ging their heads and saying, “Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and re-
build it in three days, 30 save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” 31 So 
also the chief priests with the scribes 
mocked him to one another, saying, “He 
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saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 
Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come 
down now from the cross that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were cruci-
fied with him also reviled him.

THE DEATH OF JESUS
33 And when the sixth hour had come, 
there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsak-
en me?” 35 And some of the bystanders 
hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Eli-
jah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed 
and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to 
take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered 
a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. 39 And when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that in this way he breathed his last, he 
said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
40 There were also women looking on 
from a distance, among whom were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they 
followed him and ministered to him, and 
there were also many other women who 
came up with him to Jerusalem.

JESUS IS BURIED
42 And when evening had come, since it 
was the day of Preparation, that is, the 
day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of 
Arimathea, a respected member of the 
council, who was also himself looking for 
the kingdom of God, took courage and 
went to Pilate and asked for the body 
of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear 

that he should have already died. And 
summoning the centurion, he asked him 
whether he was already dead. 45 And 
when he learned from the centurion that 
he was dead, he granted the corpse to 
Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a linen 
shroud, and taking him down, wrapped 
him in the linen shroud and laid him in 
a tomb that had been cut out of the 
rock. And he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magda-
lene and Mary the mother of Joses saw 
where he was laid.

THE RESURRECTION
16 When the Sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they 
might go and anoint him. 2 And very ear-
ly on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3 And they were saying to one anoth-
er, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And 
looking up, they saw that the stone had 
been rolled back—it was very large. 
5 And entering the tomb, they saw a 
young man sitting on the right side, 
dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 
here. See the place where they laid him. 
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going before you to Galilee. There 
you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 
And they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment 
had seized them, and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid.
 [Some of the earliest manuscripts 
do not include 16:9–20.]
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JESUS APPEARS TO  
MARY MAGDALENE
9 [[Now when he rose early on the first 
day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had 
cast out seven demons. 10 She went 
and told those who had been with 
him, as they mourned and wept. 11 But 
when they heard that he was alive and 
had been seen by her, they would not  
believe it.

JESUS APPEARS TO  
TWO DISCIPLES
12 After these things he appeared in an-
other form to two of them, as they were 
walking into the country. 13 And they 
went back and told the rest, but they did 
not believe them.

THE GREAT COMMISSION
14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven 
themselves as they were reclining at ta-
ble, and he rebuked them for their unbe-
lief and hardness of heart, because they 
had not believed those who saw him af-
ter he had risen. 15 And he said to them, 
“Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoev-
er believes and is baptized will be saved, 
but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. 17 And these signs will ac-
company those who believe: in my name 
they will cast out demons; they will speak 
in new tongues; 18 they will pick up ser-
pents with their hands; and if they drink 
any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; 
they will lay their hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.” 19 So then the Lord 
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was 
taken up into heaven and sat down at 
the right hand of God. 20 And they went 
out and preached everywhere, while the 
Lord worked with them and confirmed 
the message by accompanying signs.
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